
__.- -. 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Division of Publications 

Press service 

-a--- 

Fox farmini; is fast gaining favor in the United StE.tes. The industry, 

barely known a decade ago, is fairly co6u.~on in some States of the ncr?32ern tier, 

is reproscnted in all States in t!-,is tier tlnd in thr<t uoxt to it, snd is grow- 

ing rapidly. There is money in it for the raiser who starts modestly, learns 

the business, and than expan&~ his hold.ings. There are l.osses in store for 

the tygc TN!~O starts with cl big ranch, no knotvledge of the busintiss, and only a 

desire for quick profits. At the present tiss the industry is undergoing a. 

procoso of stabilization. Yost fox farmers raise animals for breeding purposca, 

and comparatively fcq:r have adjusted the businers to o pelt basis, All told, 

there are between 10,~1CC and 15,000 silver foxes bei;lg grown in captivity on 

American fox farms at this time. 

SIX+ are some of the conclll.sions of a rcprssentntivc of the Biological 

Survey, United States DcparQcnt of A;z;ri.culiurc, who hno just returned to 

Washington a.fter an cxtensivo investigation of American fox farms and the 

methods of their oper;~tion, In C::nad,~ ( ~hcr’c; t?s industry originated, and 

especially on Prince Edaard Island, whcrc there are approximately 15,000 foxes 

ii1 captivity, fox farming is canductod on :I much more extensive scale. than in 

the United States. Its pro,,G.sc of good financial roturns to those willing to 

master its problems, give indicr.tion that within a compurativoly short time 

in this country it will rival in proportions the industry in Canada. 

The best location for a fox fern;] is whera the winters are cold and the 

fox may have opportunity to develop fur in. keeping with the needs of the 

climate. The industry is thus co:?fincd by climatic conditions to the Northorn 

States. There the raising of foxes for brgr%.ng and for the fur markets flour- 

ishes. Most of the foxes raised in captivity are on farms, or “ranchos,” 

with pens for from 2fi to 50 pairs, although in occasional instances the ranches 

are much larger, containing pens for as many as 150 pairs, 

At this period of the year the fox raiser is engaged in i;laking ready for 

the ma-tin: season. The foxes :;cnernlly breed in January and February and the 

young are born within 52 days. A pnir of f oxcs r?.isr:s one fanily a year, 

-th? riu~Oh3r of young varying from 1 to 10, thou$ rarely cxccoding 5 or 6, 


